
2021 Florida Legislative Summary     
Focus:  Impact on Florida’s Family Physicians
(*Implementation dates provided, pending Governor’s signature)

COVID-19 Liability Protections 
for Businesses & Health Care     

Providers (Signed March 29)
This legislation is already law (SB 72) 
providing liability protections unless gross 
negligence can be proven.  It mostly protects 
large healthcare facilities (e.g., nursing 
homes, hospitals) rather than physician 
offices but it represents a significant victory 
for medicine during the 2021 session.   
Procedures for COVID-19-realated civil 
actions. FAFP worked with other health care 
organizations in support of the legislation.  

Informed Consent for Pelvic 
Examinations (July 1, 2021*)

This was a priority “glitch bill” to 
address the onerous legislation in 2020 
requiring physicians and medical students to 
obtain written consent before performing a 
pelvic exam.  SB 716 narrows the definition 
of “pelvic examination” to mean a manual 
examination of the organs of the female 
reproductive system and provides an 
exemption when a patient has an emergency 
medical condition or when emergency 
services and care are necessary.  Exemptions 
for a pelvic examination without the written 
parental consent for a minor is allowed in the 
case of a:
    Child protective investigation
    Criminal investigation involving   

The FAFP is working to not only obtain final 
clarification of the legislation but will be 
providing a new, sample consent form for 
use in FAFP members’ offices.

Nonopioid Alternatives 
(July 1, 2021*)

Also a priority glitch bill, this legislation (SB 
530) allows for distribution of the Florida 
Department of Health’s non-opioid alterna-

tive pamphlets for patients to be electronical-
ly transmitted as opposed to printed only.  

PA Independent Practice 
(July 1, 2021*)
Also passing despite strong opposi-

tion, HB 431 expands the scope of practice 
for physician assistants (PA).  However, 
physician supervision of PA practice via a 
collaborative agreement is still required.  
Changes include:  
    expansion of the ratio of supervision from 

    PA charts do not need to be reviewed or 

    schedule II psychiatric controlled 

    signature authority:  Baker Act orders, 

Administration of Vaccines
 (July 1, 2021*)

SB 768 expands the scope of authority for 
Florida-licensed pharmacists to administer, 
to an adult only, any immunization and 
vaccine that is:
    listed in the federal Centers for Disease 

    listed in the CDC’s Health Information for 

    authorized for emergency use by the FDA.

“Parents’ Bill of Rights”
        (July 1, 2021*)

HB 241 “Parents’ Bill of Rights” passed, 

despite the FAFP’s and organized medicine’s 
strenuous opposition, including most 
recently a joint letter to Governor DeSantis 
requesting a veto.  The legislation prohibits 
the state, its political subdivision, any other 
governmental entity or any other institution 
from infringing upon the fundamental right 
of a parent to direct the upbringing, educa-
tion, health care, and mental health of his or 
her minor child.  Specific to family medi-
cine, the legislation also requires a physician, 
or his or her employees, to obtain parental 
consent before performing health care 
services on a minor child and subjects them 
to disciplinary action (e.g., first degree 
misdemeanor) for violations.  It remains 
unclear as to the extent this legislation will 
have on existing law, state or federal, but 
immediate clarification is being sought from 
the Florida Boards of Medicine considering 
the July 1 implementation date.

Protecting DNA Privacy Act 
(October 1, 2021)
HB 833 amends the statutes dealing with 

the unlawful use of DNA by prohibiting 
DNA analysis and disclosure of results of 
such analysis without authorization and 
prohibits the transfer of a DNA sample 
without express consent. DNA sample is 
defined to mean any human biological 
specimen from which DNA can be extracted 
which could potentially have significant 
implications for family physicians perform-
ing certain tests in their offices (e.g., strep, 
flu, blood, urine, etc.).  The FAFP is working 
with legislative staff and the boards of 
medicine to gain a better understanding of 
the bill’s intent so that proper guidance can 
be provided to FAFP members.  Further-
more, a draft sample consent form will be 
provided to assist members in implementing 
the requirement.  

child abuse or neglect.

4-1 to 10-1

co-signed by the supervising physician.

substances for minors up to 14 days

death certificates, do-not-resuscitate 
orders, medical evaluations for 
workers’ compensation, school 
physical examinations, orders for 
physical therapy and occupational 
therapy and death certificates.  

Control and Prevention’s (CDC) 
recommended vaccine or vaccine 
licensed in the United States by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA).

International Travel;

SUPPORTING FLORIDA’S FAMILY PHYSICIANS

flu vacine can be provided to children 7 & older.


